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previous system does not allow easy preparation of
IRS tax returns. 
2003 was a better year financially than 2002.
Membership increased, and with it the Society’s
income. The increase in dues also contributed to
growth in income. The Society currently had taken
about $5000 more than at the same time in the pre-
ceding year. There was some discussion about the
nature of the funds in which the endowment is cur-
rently placed.
A copy of the full treasurer’s report may be ob-
tained on request from the office of the Secretary.

BULLETIN EDITOR’S REPORT
The Editor of the Bulletin (JV) reported that vol-
ume 17 (2) was printed in 2002, but did not get
mailed until February 2003. Volume 18 is soon to
appear, and will be a single combined issue con-
taining papers from the Vienna symposium. There
is a large backlog of manuscripts for volume 19,
on which work has already begun. Claims continue
to arrive for non-delivery of volume 16; over 50 in
the last two years. The subscription spreadsheet
and database have been updated to allow efficient
billing and sending out of copies. The importance
was pointed out of keeping track of those subscrib-
ers who have paid several years in advance. 
The Society intends to seek a new printing com-
pany, as the present one is no longer efficient. 

A presentation was given by the President-elect
(JL) outlining next year’s meeting in Sanibel,
Florida.

The Vice-President (DP) was introduced to the
Council. There was a lengthy discussion of possi-
ble new formats for the annual meeting, centering
around proposals to hold the AMS meeting jointly
with the Society of Integrative and Comparative
Biology in San Diego in January or with the West-
ern Society of Malacologists at Monterey in sum-
mer. The advantages of the former – wider expo-
sure for presentations and students, interchange
with biologists in related fields and good organi-
zation – were held to be offset by the unusual date,
which would mean that most members would have
two AMS meetings in the same financial year. It
was also pointed out that abstracts of papers might
become the property of the SICB and be published
in their journal rather than in the AMS bulletin. To
the latter proposal there were fewer objections, and
the Vice-President is to investigate further.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Motion
That the following nominations be recommended
to the membership:
President Jose H. Leal 
President-elect Dianna K. Padilla 
Vice President Roland C. Anderson
Clr. at large (non-student) Timothy A.
Pearce
Clr. at large (student) Amy R. Wethington
Past President (4-10 years) Rüdiger Bieler
Past President (11+ years) Robert C. Bul-
lock

Passed unanimously

AUDITING COMMITTEE
The chair of the auditing committee (JL) presented
its report. It was recommended that the accounts
be reviewed by a professional CPA as a matter of
course. A full copy of the auditing committee re-
port may be obtained on request from the Secre-
tary’s office.

Motion

That the treasurer be authorized to spend an
amount equivalent to the dividend income from
endowment to support symposia at next year’s
meeting.

Passed unanimously

It was proposed that the treasurer not be on the
auditing committee, and that auditing in future be
carried out by an independent party every two or
three years. The treasurer should continue to con-
fer and cooperate with the auditing committee. The
auditing committee was commended for preparing
its report in time for this meeting.

Motion in principle

That the society adopt an independent auditing
system

Passed unanimously

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE
The committee’s report was presented. One mem-
ber (RP) asked that his dissent to its recommenda-
tions be noted.  It was pointed out that over the last
decade the current balanced investment strategy
has yielded a return of roughly 9% ($3-4000 per
year), in contrast to the 1 or 2% offered by banks.
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A full copy of the report is available on request
from the Secretary’s office.

Motion

That the report be approved and that the commit-
tee’s proposals be implemented

Passed unanimously

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE
The chair (JV) commended the new website and
newsletter. There was a report on the progress of
the forthcoming special publication ‘Mollusks: a
guide for study, collection and preservation’. One
section remains to be completed, and a suitable
printer is to be found. Council is to be consulted
regarding a budget once estimates have been re-
ceived.
The increasing use of electronic and web publica-
tion by the society was discussed. It was agreed
that the more information that is presented on the
Society’s website the better, as it renders the site
more useful and works to attract potential mem-
bers. Potential additions to the site include Harold
Murray’s history of the Society, possibly illus-
trated with images from the archives. The AMS
brochure is to be updated and republished, as it is a
useful advertising medium at meetings of related
societies. 
Any new printer should be able to make digital
versions of the Bulletin and other publications
available for web-based distribution and for entry
in biological publications databases.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
A total of 255 members are registered, up from
230 at this time last year. This figure comprises
165 regular members; 48 student members; 18
family memberships and 24 life members. It nev-
ertheless represents approximately half the number
recorded a few years ago. Various strategies for
increasing membership were discussed, including a
reconsideration of the Society’s mission statement;
a survey of the membership regarding their ex-
pectations and joint meetings with other societies
and groups, especially the FMCS. 

STUDENT AWARDS COMMITTEE
The committee’s report was presented by the chair
(RA). Awards this year were: $1000 to Elizabeth
Boyle for her research entitled ‘Colonization and
radiation in the deep-sea protobranch subfamily
Ledellinae’ and $700 to Christine Huffard for her
work on ‘Behavior and ecology of a member of the
Octopus (Abdopus) sub-genus’.

It was noted that the number of applications for
grants is somewhat lower this year than last, de-
spite an increase in student members to approxi-
mately 50, and that there are no student posters this
year. 

CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
The following report was presented by R. Cowie,
chair.

General
The AMS continues as a member of the Endan-
gered Species Coalition (ESC), supporting the
strengthening of the Endangered Species Act. Rob
Cowie acts as the AMS contact for the ESC.
The Conservation Committee welcomes input
from all members of the society regarding activi-
ties that they might wish the Committee to play a
part in.
The AMS brochure, developed largely by Chuck
Lydeard and focused strongly on mollusk conser-
vation, was reported on in previous annual reports.
This is a reminder to Council that it is available for
dissemination.
Specific Activities
The Committee, with Chuck Lydeard taking the
lead, along with a number of other authors, has
drafted a paper entitled “The global decline of
nonmarine mollusks” for submission to Bio-
Science. The purpose of this paper is to highlight
the plight of nonmarine mollusks to a wide audi-
ence.
Other than this effort, the Committee, as a com-
mittee, has had a relatively inactive year. However,
individual committee members have continued
their personal efforts in support of mollusk conser-
vation, with some notable examples being as fol-
lows.
Barry Roth (with Patricia S. Sadeghian) has pub-
lished a new book entitled "Checklist of Land
Snails and Slugs of California" in the Santa Bar-
bara Museum of Natural History Contributions in
Science series. This work presents an inventory
and classification of the 279 species and subspe-
cies of land snails and slugs of California and re-
ports their distribution by county. It will be im-
portant in the conservation and management of the
fauna. Roth continues to be involved in the docu-
mentation and formal description of recently dis-
covered high diversity levels among the land mol-
lusks of the Pacific Coast states.
Chuck Lydeard continues to be actively involved
with conservation genetics research on freshwater
mollusks. He co-wrote the text for a public infor
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mation brochure entitled “An ecological portrait of
the Black Warrior River Watershed”, which is in
Alabama, funded primarily by the World Wildlife
Fund and the US Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS). It includes a major section on biological
diversity losses, notably of mussels and freshwater
snails, as well as a section on introduced Corbicula
fluminea and Dreissena polymorpha.
Kevin Cummings continues to be heavily involved
with the Freshwater Mollusk Conservation Soci-
ety. He is also active in trying to have the black
carp listed by the USFWS as an injurious species
of wildlife under the Lacey Act. The black carp is
a voracious predator of mollusks, but is favored by
fish farmers as a control for snail infestations in
catfish production ponds. The first black carp re-
ported taken in the wild was found in early 2003. It
was probably a sterile individual. However, this
has demonstrated that black carp can escape and
do indeed pose a serious threat to native and en-
dangered mollusks. All members of the AMS
should be aware of this situation and do all they
can to support the listing of black carp as an injuri-
ous species and to prevent its wider use and likely
escape into the wild.
Rob Cowie, Chuck Lydeard and Barry Roth con-
tinue as members of the IUCN Mollusc Specialist
Group; Rob Cowie edits its newsletter, “Tentacle”,
all issues of which are now available on-line
(http://www.hawaii.edu/ccrt/tentacle.html).

SYSTEMATICS AND COLLECTION COMMITTEE
Report of the AMS Systematics & Collection
Committee, 2003, from Gary Rosenberg.
1. Etypes  workshop
The second Etypes workshop was held at the Na-
tional Museum of Natural History, May 12-14.
The organizer was the All Species Foundation,
which, among other goals, wants images of all the
world’s primary type specimens online. Three
communities were represented: malacology, ento-
mology and cryptogamic botany. One outcome of
the meeting was agreement that images of types
needed to be placed in the broader context of in-
formation strategies for systematic biology, in-
cluding lists of names, digitized collections and
literature, and morphological and DNA sequence
data. Ten malacologists attended: Baldinger,
Bieler, Bouchet, Gosliner, Harasewych, Kantor,
Mikkelsen, Ponder, Rosenberg, and Valdes. Dis-
cussions lead to next item.
2. NSF proposal for linking mollusk collections
A group of ten malacologists attending the Etypes

workshop (above) agreed to pursue funding for
networking malacological collection databases
through the BDI program at NSF, which has
funded similar efforts for Mammals (MaNIS) and
Herpetology (HerpNet). The deadlines for submis-
sion are January and July, 2004. Rosenberg will
visit NSF in the first week of July to meet with the
BDI program officer. The collaboration will be
open to US malacological collections; means to
include foreign institutions will be explored. A
letter of support from AMS may be called for.
3. NSCA
At the Natural Science Collections Alliance
(NSCA) meeting in Berkeley, CA, June 5-7, two
program officers from NSF gave presentations,
Gerald “Stinger” Guala (BDI, Biological Data-
bases and Informatics) and Muriel Poston (BRC,
Biological Research Collections). Both these pro-
grams have relatively small budgets by NSF stan-
dards, and the program officers encouraged appli-
cants to form partnerships that would let them ap-
proach funding from other areas of NSF, such as
ITR (Information
Technology Research). They also emphasized the
need for the systematics community to speak with
one voice, in order to get larger scale funding, as
have physicists, astronomers and oceanographers.
4. Census of Marine Life
The Census of Marine Life (CoML) is a ten year
international research program aimed at assessing
and explaining the diversity and abundance of ma-
rine organisms throughout the world’s oceans. The
formal kickoff of the Census is scheduled for Oc-
tober 23, 2003 in Washington, DC. Since mollusks
are 40% of known marine diversity, the program
has the potential to provide substantial funding for
molluscan research. A related program in incipient
stages is the Barcode of Life, which targets short
gene sequences for rapid species identification.

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE
No report was presented. The role of the commit-
tee was discussed during discussion of amend-
ments the bylaws (see below)

Motion

That the society issue a resolution commending
Jack Burch for his contributions to Malacology.

Passed unanimously

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS COMMITTEE
The amendments to the bylaws proposed by the
committee were discussed. A copy of the amended

http://www2.hawaii.edu/%7ecowie/
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draft is available on request from the Secretary’s
office. No amendments were proposed to the con-
stitution. 
It was suggested that the post of president no
longer entail arranging the annual meeting, and
that the president then be allowed to serve longer
than a year. This proposal was discussed at length.
The role of the Resolutions committee was dis-
cussed. It was agreed that the committee is charged
with keeping track of commendations and other
acknowledgments due from and made by the Soci-
ety. 
It was proposed that the web page editor be added
to the Scientific Publications committee. It was
pointed out that there is no formal position of Web
Page Editor, and it was suggested that the Secre-
tary should be responsible for either acting as or
appointing the Webmaster. This proposal was dis-
cussed, and it was agreed that the Secretary should
do this. 

Friendly amendments to main motion [acceptance
of amendments to bylaws]

1. That an item 5 be added to Article 3, Section
2(d) reading ‘[The secretary shall] serve as or

appoint a webmaster’.

Passed unanimously

2. That the word ‘and webmaster’ be added to Ar-
ticle 4, Section 8 after …’the newsletter editor’. 

Passed unanimously

There was extensive discussion of the responsibil-
ity of the chairman of the Editorial Board. The
logic of someone other than a member of the
committee having authority over the editor-in-
chief was questioned. The situation at other publi-
cations (Veliger, Nautilus, Northeast Naturalist,
Southeast Naturalist and Venus) was discussed. It
was agreed that in the case of the AMS the editor-
in-chief is already responsible to Council, and that
the role of Chair of the Editorial Board is thus re-
dundant. 

3. That the words ‘chaired by a member other than
the editor-in-chief’ be removed from Article 9,
section 2.

Passed unanimously

Motion

That the amendments to the bylaws be recom-
mended to the membership, as amended above. 

Passed unanimously

NEW BUSINESS
1. A check from the AFS for $218.17 was re-

ceived.
2. The membership register was discussed. It was

agreed that the Secretary should maintain the
list, and provide a copy to every member by
PDF or regular mail. It was agreed that in fu-
ture any messages from the Council to the
membership should be channeled through the
Secretary to preserve confidentiality.
It was suggested that the AMS might have its
own listserver, but this was considered to en-
tail too much potential difficulty.

3. A draft archives policy was presented and dis-
cussed. It was pointed out that space at the
ANSP is not unlimited, and that proper archi-
val storage of the existing archives alone
would be a very expensive undertaking; also
that the post of archivist or historian does not
currently exist. Considerable further discus-
sion was held to be necessary before a final
policy is decided upon.

Motion

That the archival material in Rob Dillon’s office
should be sent to the archives at the ANSP, with
the exception of any back numbers of the AMB
(which are to be sent to Delaware) and items 1-6,
which are to be discarded.

Passed unanimously

MATTERS ARISING
It was suggested that the AMS should send letters
of appreciation to institutions that support it with
space or other resources.

Motion

That letters of appreciation be sent to the following
institutions: The Academy of Natural Sciences; the
Delaware Museum of Natural History; the Los
Angeles County Museum; the University of Scran-
ton; the University of Michigan, thanking them for
their support of our institution.

Passed unanimously
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70th Annual Meeting
Sanibel Island, Florida
31 July-4 August, 2004

By Society President Dr. J.Leal

I am glad to announce that the 70th Annual Meet-
ing of the American Malacological Society will
take place on beautiful Sanibel Island, Florida,
from Saturday, July 31, to Wednesday, August 4,
2004. Sanibel Island is a world-renowned, nature-
oriented travel destination that is also famous for
its bountiful molluscan resources. The event will
be hosted by the Bailey-Matthews Shell Museum
and will have as its main venue the Sundial Beach
Resort, located on the eastern part of the island.

The AMS is a dynamic international society of
individuals and organizations with an active inter-
est in the study and conservation of mollusks.
AMS covers a wide range of subjects in the field
of molluscan studies, and its meetings, symposia,
sessions, posters and special events reflect that.

A symposium on the Relationships of the Neogas-
tropoda will be convened by M. G. Harasewych of
the National Museum of Natural History at the
Smithsonian Institution. Special sessions will in-
clude:
- Biodiversity of Marine Mollusks (organized by
Gustav Paulay, Florida Museum of Natural His-
tory)
- Coastal Molluscan Assemblages as Environ-
mental Indicators (Michael Savarese, Aswany
Volety, and Greg Tolley, Florida Gulf Coast Uni-
versity)
- Systematics of Freshwater Gastropods (Russel
Minton, University of Louisiana at Monroe)
- Terrestrial Mollusks as Agricultural and Envi-
ronmental Pests (David Robinson, United States
Department of Agriculture/Academy of Natural
Sciences of Philadelphia)
- Global Marine Bivalve Database Workshop
(Gustav Paulay, Florida Museum of Natural His-
tory, Paul V. Scott, Santa Barbara Museum of
Natural History and Graham Oliver, National Mu-
seums & Galleries of Wales)
In addition, a special forum organized by Ken
Hayes, Anna Bass, and Amy Wethington, all
graduate students in malacology, will focus on and
discuss common issues and problems faced by
soon-to-be professionals in the field. 

The 70th Annual Meeting will be sponsored by the
American Malacological Society, The Bailey-

Matthews Shell Museum, The Beaches of Fort
Myers & Sanibel, and the Sanibel-Captiva Shell
Club, with additional support from the Sanibel-
Captiva Chamber of Commerce, Sundial Beach
Resort, J. N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife
Refuge, Florida Gulf Coast University, and Cap-
tiva Cruises.

The traditional malacological auction will take
place on the evening of Monday, August 2, and the
Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club will sponsor the Shell
Museum Open House on Sunday, August 1. 

Specially priced rates at the Sundial Beach Resort
will be available for meeting participants at
$110/night for regular rooms, $125 for the Gulf
View rooms, and $175 for two-bedroom suites.
Sundial is willing to accommodate up to 6 students
per suite, which will lower the cost of accommo-
dations for participants on a budget.

Three field trips are planned for the last day of the
meeting, Wednesday, August 4: 
A nature-watching visit to J. N. “Ding” Darling

National Wildlife Refuge on Sanibel, guided by
professional ornithologist and Shell Museum
volunteer Dr. Jon Greenlaw;

A daylong boat trip to Cayo Costa State Park
guided by senior Shell Museum staff (located
on isolated and undeveloped Cayo Costa, the
park offers pristine views of the Gulf, dunes,
lagoons, and opportunities for shell collecting;
no live-mollusk collecting is allowed in the
park or elsewhere in Lee County);

A visit to a Plio-Pleistocene fossil pit in Sarasota
County guided by Roger Portell, invertebrate
paleontologist at the Florida Museum of Natu-
ral History.

More than 24 airlines service Southwest Florida
International Airport in neighboring Fort Myers
(30 minutes from Sanibel). The Lee Island Coast
region and surrounding areas offer many opportu-
nities for side trips on your own, depending on
your interest: Edison-Ford Winter Estates, Mira-
cles baseball games, and Everglades National Park,
to name a few.

More information about the meeting will be pro-
vided on the AMS and Shell Museum Web sites as
it becomes available.

Cordially,

José H. Leal, PhD
President, American Malacological Society
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